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This Illustrated Summary conveys the central ideas of the Bearspaw Community Development 
Strategy (BCDS). The purpose of this document is to provide a strategic approach to 
managing growth within the Bearspaw community.  The BCDS started with the values 
and aspirations of the Bearspaw Community, captured through an extensive community 
consultation process and is  re!ected in the Vision and Principles below.  This vision has 
been translated into a strategy for shaping growth in the various parts of Bearspaw. This 

document sets the objectives for the detailed planning of each community.  Overall, the BCDS will 
ensure that the right growth occurs in the right places.  

Guiding Principles for Future Development

1. Bearspaw will be a place where residents of diverse, high-quality, multi generational neighbourhoods 
enjoy the privacy and tranquility of a country lifestyle.

2. Bearspaw will be an interconnected set of environmentally responsible neighbourhoods that  are 
integrated within the natural landscape in such a way that maintains the natural beauty and key 
functions of that landscape.

3. Bearspaw will be comprised of neighbourhoods that are ef"ciently serviced from a lifecycle cost 
perspective and that will either be supported by their location within a logical planning area or by 
the carrying capacity of the landscape.

4. Bearspaw will be an enjoyable place to live, offering year-round recreation and social activities 
that take advantage of local opportunities and enhance the character of the local community.

5. Bearspaw will be a place with a strong community heart that offers opportunities for social 
interaction in public gathering places as well as limited commercial and professional services 
which are conveniently located to meet the needs of the local community.

Bearspaw’s Community Development Strategy Next Steps

This Bearspaw Community Development Strategy is 
a high-level planning tool which will be implemented 
through detailed plans.  The principal level of 
planning (and related plan document) that will 
implement this Bearspaw Community Development 
Strategy is the Neighbourhood Area Structure Plan 
(NASP).  Separate NASPs will outline specific land-
uses for each distinct area of Bearspaw. 

The primary value of this document is to broadly 
define what the detailed planning stages should 
achieve.  In doing so, it is important to provide enough 
detail so that there is certainty about how growth 
will be shaped, but not so much detail as to prevent 
innovative approaches to local circumstances.

The Neighbourhood Area Structure Plans (NASPs) that 
implement this Community Development Strategy 
will involve further consultation with local residents.  
They focus on component parts of the “Community 
Development Strategy” and define what specific 
arrangement of land-uses will create an area that 
aligns with the overall “Community Development 
Strategy.”  They will also involve more detailed site 
analysis and servicing studies.

This Community Development Strategy is a living 
document and should adapt to local circumstances 
and changing conditions.  If new directions or 
boundaries would better achieve the objectives 
of this Community Development Strategy, the 
Municipality may consider amendments.

The next stage in the Bearspaw CDS planning process  
will be a Public Hearing  for Council on Nov. 24th to 
consider the draft document. 

 Please check www.rockyview.ca for details. 

Development Transition From Crossroads

Clustered Development

View along Hwy 1A - Potential Highway landscape treatments

Crossroads or Village Centres in a rural context



1. Open Space System

An integrated open space system that 
protects and connects signi"cant natural 
features will be established.  Viewscapes 
will be preserved, recreation will be 
supported, and the key functions of the 
landscape will be sustained.  Local trails will 
be provided throughout new communities.  
The alignment of new trails through existing 
neighbourhoods will be established at the 
detailed planning stage in consultation with 
local residents.

For more information, please contact:

Chris Wolfe
Municipal Planner

Rocky View County
(403) 520-3902

cwolfe@rockyview.ca

 

2. Acreage Neighbourhoods

Within these neighbourhoods the existing 
pattern of acreage development will be 
extended where it is technically feasible 
and can be appropriately integrated.  
Within larger undeveloped tracts of land, 
gross densities of 1 unit-per-acre may be 
considered so long as a suitable transition 
to existing neighbourhoods is provided.

3. Cluster Residential 
Neighbourhoods

Grouping  houses together and surrounding 
them with open space is thinking efficiently. 
Cluster residential neighbourhoods preserve 
open space, maximize infrastructure and 
maintain the natural beauty and key 
functions of the landscape.  Clusters are 
appropriate for the rolling rangelands on 
the west side of Bearspaw where views 
across the landscape are common.

4. Northern Rangelands

Overall, this large area will support land uses 
that require large sites and could include 
a mix of stand alone agricultural, country 
residential, tourism, institutional, recreational 
uses that require large, buffered sites. 
Development in this area will be unserviced 
and will not be supported through a NASP.    
Development proposals will be reviewed by 
Council on a case-by-case basis. 

5. Country Crossroads

A ‘country crossroads’ is a rural town centre 
that provides local services and amenities 
that meet the daily needs of the community.  
Compact residential areas will develop near 
the center of the crossroads within easy 
walking distance.   These areas will provide a 
focal point for local community interaction.  
Two such centres are identified, while the 
third may develop in the northern portion of 
Bearspaw over time.

6. Benchlands

Pockets of houses will be developed in select 
areas along the benchlands. These will be 
strategically located within the escarpment 
areas in order to preserve the natural appeal 
of the area.  The interface between these 
areas and the adjacent Glenbow Ranch 
Provincial Park will be carefully managed to 
maintain scenic views and  preserve the bio-
physical integrity of the Park.

7. Calgary-Bearspaw 
Transition Areas

Compact neighbourhoods will be planned 
along the boundary between Calgary and 
Bearspaw in order to create a transition 
to rural acreage neighbourhoods.  These 
neighbourhoods will have a distinctive 
character and will help distinguish the 
Bearspaw area.  There are different policies 
planned for each of the five transition 
areas.

“Bearspaw is a distinct community made up of high-quality, 
yet diverse neighbourhoods that offer the enjoyment of a 
country lifestyle and are woven together by the enduring 
beauty of the natural landscape.” 

Bearspaw’s Vision for the Future
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